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1. Name ot Property
historic name g {11
other names/site number /5

2. Location
strest & numpber 01d Bout B rad not for pudlication  x/a
gity, town Upper Tulpehocken Township vicinity N/A
state _Pa code  Pa coun g code 011 zip code 19506
3. Classificatien —
Ownarship of Property Category of Propsrly Number of Resources within Property
E private ] Contributing Noneontributing
public-liocal 1 bulldings
[ public-State sites
[l public-Fedaral 1 structures
_ —_ oL objects’
2 0 Total
Neme of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

ilsted in the Natlone! Register __ 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Presarvation Act of 1966, as amended, | hersby certify that this

nomination [_J request for determination of sligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
Natianal Ragister of Historic Places and meets the procedurat and professional raquirements set forth in 38 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property [ Jmeets (T does not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation shest.

Signature of certifying official ) Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my oplinlon, the property D meets ﬁdou not meet the Naticnal Register criteria. D Ses continuation sheet.

Signature of commaenting or other officlal Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

§. National Park Servica Certification
|, heraby, certity that this property is:
(Jentered in the National Register,
See continuation shest.

[Jastermined eligible for the National

Register. || Ses continustion sheet.
[Jdetermined not siigible for the

National Register.

_lremoved trom the Nationa! Reglster.
Dother. (explatn:)

Signature of the Kesper Date of Actlon



8. Function or Use * .

Historic Functions {enter catego?vres from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from inmm)
Agriculture/processing

7. Description

Architectural Classification o Materials {enter categories from instructions)

{enter categories from instructions)
foundation stone

Qther: oristmill walls Sfone
roof sreel
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Seyfert Mill is located in rural Upper Tulpehocken Township along Old Route
22. The mill is situated on the west side of the Northkiil Creek which supplied
water power through a race and mill pond a short distance west of the mill. The
mill, built into the bank, is surrounded on two sides by woods. The two histaric
resources on the property include the remnants of the watercourses, and one
contributing bullding, a 2 1/2 stories plus basement stone vernacular mill measucing -
48" by 50°. The present bullding, probably the second mill on the site, has an 1840
date stone. The resources have few changes that Interfere with thelr abllity to
portray the signiflcant time period.

The main entrance of the miil is on the west wall, and as the mill is banked
leads directly onto the first floor level. This entrance wall has.a modern shed
roof over a loading platform. The south gable end has three solid doors, one on the
first, second and attic levels. There was a hood roof for the bag hoist but it has
been removed. The notable feature on the west side is the large arch for the wooden
penstock which runs to the head race. The mil] has a modern red steel roof with a
chimney in the southwest corner. The exterior of the mill is in fairly good
condition with the exception of the 6/6 windows which have glass missing.

The interior of the mill is massively constructed. The basement wooden flooring
still in place is random width tongue-and-groove. The original hurst frame elements
are in the mill showing that the present stone floor is approximately thirty inches
higher than It was originaliy. The first floor is raised in the north end of the
building to accommodate the height of the original overshot water wheels. In the
water wheel pit area are the forebay and Fitz cast iron gate for what was probably a
‘Fitz steel wheel.

The first floor s divided into three bays nocth and south. The flooring, as
In the basement, ls random width. There ls an Internal bag holst openipg framed in
Wwith hinged trap doors. The lowered floor for the one exlsting palr of mililstones .
has been covered over. This floor has the three levels typical of the early type
gearing arrangement with the wheels and the millstones lined up in a row from one
side of the mill to the other. A stone crane is against the wall in its proper
location. In the southwest corner ls the mill office with a chlmney which has an
opening for a stovepipe. This room has a ceiling of wide boards and was wal lpapered.

ESG@ continuation sheeat
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The two wooden partition walls are random width vertical panels, beaded on one side.
The stairs to the second floor, are iocated in the southeast corner of the mili.

The second floor is a much lower floor level-- ceiling height perhaps 7. The
stairway to the attic 1s an open ladder type. Bing of various sizes are located on
this floor. The internal bag holist opening ls framed into the floor jolst of the
attic floor. -

The attic is basically unsafe. Apparently the floor was damaged due to a leaking
roof that has since been replaced. The structure supporting the rafters is of the
barn type with purlins half way up supported by angled braces with lighter braces
going out to the walls. The location of the bag holst mechanism is visible but the
mechanism is no longer in place.

There 1s a large cast lron spur gear, pechaps 8 or 10 feet in diameter in the
gear plt, The rest of the power transmlssion ls almost entirely flat beit drive to
various fairly modern steel horlizontal shafts with steel pulleys for the flat beits
to the various machines. The hurst frame is basically intact and it is clear that
there were four pair of millistones. The existing miilistones are encased by their
hoop and appear to be at least 4 1/2” in diameter. The bedstone is a local stone.
The mill had three double stands of rolls, there are presently two in place. The
rolis are 7" Inches in diameter and 24" long. The roller mlll bases have the name
of the Wolf Company, Chambersburg, Pa. on the cast iron doors. The boxes on the top
of the colls where the grain entered, have a plate with the name Hartz Machinery
Company Mill Buiiders, 46th Street and Lancaster Avenue, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Charies Kline son of the last miller states there was a large generator in the
basement and that power was supplled to Blue Mountain Electric. The generator was
run during the times when the miil was not ln operation.

Northkii! Creek supplled water power through a pond and race west of the mill.
The race entered the miil through a large arch on the west gide. The head and
tailrace are barely visible although the miil pond does exiat.

The only change to the exterlor of the bullding is the shed type roof
and loading platform at the main entrance. The 6/6 windows have glass missing. The
interior changes to the building were those made to accommodate the changeover from
millstones to a roller plant. Considering this change there were few alterations to
the basic building. With the exception of the mill pond, the watercources no longer
contain water, although it is possible from the remains to ascertain how water power
was delivered to the mill. The historic resoutces retain the essential physcal
features that enable them to convey their past identity and character and portray
the significant time period 1840 to 1940 the cut-off date for National Register
eligibtlity.
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8. Statement of Signifi
Centitying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[Inationalty [ Jstatewide  [x]locally

Applicable National Register Criteria  {x]A [[]B [X]jc [Jp

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [JA []8 [Jc [p [Je [fr e

Areas of Significance {enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1840 teo ¢. 1939 1840
Industry

Engineering

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

Suuesbnmomuncﬂpnxmﬂy,muihmﬁ&cwmwm.mﬂaﬁacomﬁdmnﬁmm,andammsandpemmbxﬂsmnmmumondbdabmm.

The Seyfert Mill is significant under National Register Criteria A, C and D.
This mill is important for its association with the county gristmill industry as it
is representative of merchant mills erected during the “great rebuilding" of Berks
County mills 1B18-1862. In the form of gearing and millstone location and the
remnants of the hurst frame there is evidence of the technological changes that tock
place in the county milling industry during the years of the mill’s operation.
Architecturally, this mill is representative of Berks County merchant milis of the
period.

The years 1818-1862 was an era of "great rebuilding"; of 63 miii buildings in
the Berks County Mil] Survey for which firm dates have been determined, 31 date from
this period. This was the era when the majority of the-classic Berks County
merchant mills were built. The Seyfert Miil with its 2 1/2 stories plus basement,
rectangular configuration, banked stone construction, three gable end docrs,
relatively large size (compared to earlier miils), is a good, solid typical building
representative of Berks County merchant mills of the period. The mill built in 1840
is also an indication that the early form of gearing and millstone location, that is
a row of millistones across the mill and two wooden water wheels, was still being
buiit as state of the art machinery. The existing remnants of the hurst frame
indlcate the early three different level first floor arrangement. The current
configuration represents the typical adaptation of a stone milling miill to the more
modern roller mill process, leaving one pair of milistones in place for cornmeal and
putting in place of the other stones a Wolf Company system for roller milling. This
changeover required a large capital investment, necessary, 1f the mill was to remain
competitive in the wheat flour trade. The technology and history of this mill
reflect the history and changes in the miliing Industry for the over 100 years this
mill operated.



NP Form 100000 . : . Ot Agproves . fo:.wau
United States Department of the Interior |
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Seyfert Mill
Section number _._8 __ Page 2____

The water power at this site operated a gristmill at an early date. The 1816
map shows the Seyfert famliy as owning the mill. The present mill built, according
to a date stone, by John and Hannah Seyfert {n 1840, replaced the earlier mill. The
maps of 1854 and 1862 show the Seyfert family as the owners. However, not only was
the water power at this site used to operate a gristmill but county historian Morton
Montgomery wrote in 1886. "In the eastern part ¢f the township on a branch of the
North~Ki1ll are-the sites where were the forges and mills of Joseph Seyfert. The
first improvement was a small gristmill. It was replaced by a mill of better
capacity which was built by Benjamin and Joseph Seyfert (here Montgomery contradicts
the date stone). This mill is still in operation, as the property of Wm. Shomo.
Below this power an improvement was made to operate a forge by the Seyferts, about
1830, and the business was so successfully carried on, that some ten years later an
old mill, a mile up the stream, was converted into ancther forge which Seyfert also
operated. These, in connection with the mills and several farms, which he had under
cultivation, formed an industry which gave empioyement to a large number of men.
After the death of Joseph Seyfert, about the close of the late Civil War, the iron
interests declined. The forges wece practically abandoned about 1870. The Seyfert
homestead i3 now the property of one of the sons of Joseph Seyfert, but the greater
part of the once large estate has passed into other hands.”

The Seyfert mill and family history show the development of a family enterprise
from a small custom gristmili to a thriving industrial complex providing emp)oyment
for many pecple. The Seyfert famlly passed the trade of milling down through
several generatlons, and by industry and thrlft were able to expand into other
enterprises that became important to the economic life of their community. For over
100 years this miil has been associated with the Berks County gristmill industry
suppiving flour to the workers in these industries and to the residents of the area.
The Seyfert mill is the last known surviving remnant of this once thriving
Industrial comptex. The mil] ceased cperating ¢ 1954, the last operating miller
being John Kline.
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(] see continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data;
State historic preservation office

previously Hated In the Nationai Register Other State agency
previously determined sligible by the Natlonal Register Federal agency
designated a Natlonal Historie Landmark Local government
recorded by Historic American Buildings University
Survey # Other
Dracordad by Historlc Amarican Engineering Specify repository:
Record # —Bexks County Canservancy
70, Geographical Data
Acreage of property _______Approximately 3 acres
UTM References
A 8 L8l lalg sl 60
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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[:]Sae continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Dascription

[ See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[ See continuation sheet
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Verbal Boundry Descriptlon

Starting at the northeast corner of the Intersectlon of Campslte Road
and old Route 22 continue northerly approximately 250”7 to a point near
the head-of the mll! pond, thence continue easterly approximately 5007,
to the west bank of the Northkill Creek, thence continue southerly along
the creek to the north side of 0ld Route 22, approximately 250/, thence
continue weaterly 500/ to the place of beginning.

Boundary Justificatlion

The boundary was drawn to inciude the contributing buiiding and
structure. Although the mill pond is dry, it is8 clearly visible along
Campsite Road. The area directly north of the site consists of
undeveloped woodland extending to Route 78. Two farm properties to the
west and south of the mill, across Campsite Road and Oid Route 22 were
excluded because a clear assocliation with the mill was not established
in the survey.
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